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TO 

THE MARQUIS WEIXESLEV, 

SCc, Kc, Kc. 

MY LORD, 

I REQUEST you to peruse the 
following pages. Our sentiments probably 
may not, in every instance, accord ; but J trust 
I shall convince youi* Lordship, that the state 
of Ireland not only deserves your attention^ but 
impferiQusly calls upon you, as a Statesman 
and an Irishman, to exert your great and in- 
creasing influence in her cause; hitherto $o 
constantly mismanaged and so often betrayed. 

* it * 
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SKETCH 

OPTHB 

STATE OF IRELAND, 

PAST AND PRESENT. 



I. As author ambitious of fame should write 
the history of transactions that are past> and of 
men that are no more s desirous of profit, he 
should seek it from the prejudiced liberality of a 
party: btit he whose object is his country, must 
hope for neither^ and, shrouded in disinterested 
obscurity, should speak of sects and factions not 
what they desire, but wliat they deserve, to 
hear : to his impartiality, Ris own times should be 
as those of Charles or James; and the ministers, 
bigots, and demagogues of his day, as Laud or 
Prynne, as Fitton, Hamilton, or Tyrconnell. 

B 
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And this style of writing — ^least popular, least 
profitable — is the most difficult, the most dan- 
gerous : power, always quick in revenge, is 
quickest in reaching its literary opponents; and 
the populace is Derermore slanderous than in 
arraigning his motives who would curb their 
violence, ' *' ' 

11. These disadvantages, great every where, 
are in Ireland oppressive ; where impartiality 
seldom thinks, and never writes ; party the only 
distinction, passion the only incitement ; where 
the faction in and the faction out, orangemea 
and defenders, coercers arid revolutionists, the 
English administration and the Irish directory, 
have divided between them the press and the 
nation* 

I am therefore aware that my undertaking is^ 
a rash and imprudent novdit/, attractive neither 
of the light nor of the grave, of thid junto or 
that.' To speak what I feel, tell what I see; to 
sketch with a true but transient pencil, the state 
of Ireland^ and, in considering the evils and the 
remedies, to 'deliver an unbought and unbigoted 
opinion on the measure of Catholic emancipa* 
tion : to doubt whether I shall be heard ; to be 
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tesured tha^tif heard/I shall offi^nd; to. dp my 
duty without jiope, but not without £^ar ; — (those 
are my^object^^ this my situs^tion^ — ^the inevi^ 
tabl0^fftte pf contemporary truth. j . 

III. »Finom;the date of the English establish- 1169. 
meji^ in.jIr^UH*^, first eflFected, afterwards ^x^ 
!t0ndedy finally secured^, by domestic treachery 
and the foreign swordi there wa% till the last 
century, no civil government. . The king's de- 
ftnttes, and the dep^es. ^f the. deputies^ , ififere p^, ^ . . 
fltrangers and soldi^iss,. needy apd .tyrani>ipa^> 
theii;' duty, conqui^atlt ;1h0ir, reward,* plunder 5 r.-)i 
their; residence, an Idnfswpment; their adn^- 
niattation^a eampb^gri* ^ The C9pit»} a^d '> 
sipall neigfabonrh^od; umphatif^ally called th^ 
BAiJi^'tth6 seete /9€ t{i^ ^S^ngliah, a^kpovfledged 
^ tl^eTthfioretic ^fcifesencfe bnt.iiaot the,px*PMP^ 
fc«iefilt;ofr|aws, ,A? theavperiorwmisorartsof 
jbbe^-»ftttlwgpl^BBgedtti^:f^lent n?jghbou;-s into 
itebf}Jiw*fisj]^J>j§^ t*»9/PAL£.^i%/efjlarge^, bi^t 
1iiwyJ|ftd>!|o lfffl(»t%«#f>«Wierna.civ3lli^^t>o^^ , 

4W»ml»Mfi^te^., :;.;Joq ^ . ; , ' '.. r. . .'? ,: 

(ii.iV,^->l WiUMiQftTrad^fjj^i^gh the blpi^fiqf^jfi 
i<stwlimii4ine]^eUiQPh9m} intiermittept spgassfun*^, 
«§ri AfercHigJi repr^iflfitign? nearly b» icjdi^^s, 

b2 • ' 
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and retaliattoos quite as bloody. Prised should 
the land be, every foot of which h&is been 
fought ; and fertile the eountry manured by the 
indiscriminate slaughter of her sons and her 
step'sons ! Suffice it to say, the riotous discon* 
tent of the half-subdued drew down the suspi- 
cious severity of the half-established, and the 
siibjugation of the former effected by degrees 
the degradation of both; ' ' ' 

1646. ^^ P^ss o^^f ^he arltemate ravages of Chariet 
aiid Cromwell, to arrive at the almost Thebaa 

1688. contest of James amd WilKam^— the laivfely but 
intolerant and intolerable possessor of the 
throne, and the unamiabley but enlightened and 
necessary ii^strument erf* his'expulsion. f 

Of the Irishy there had be to no reformation^ 
illiterate, they could ndt iind their own tva^;^ 
and poor, they had little Uo tempt the misstOK^ 
aries of Henry 'the Vlllth^ ally therrfore; in 
^Irelands that ¥ras Irish, yf^bs ¥&pbt ; alnMst aH 
%hsit was English, was Prot^tafeli Jabies wiis 
a Papist, and William a politician, mutth'tn^cvi^e 
thkn they were Chrifetiar^^Tfie Win* ievotton 
6f%he firmer i^comnkefed«dliiHa tti thi^Jldrsumd 
\6fk\fy ^ the natives, aiid t*'' thte 'IfeJH^'Wid 'etf- 
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mity of the settlers^ Hence a war^ pelhkps 
aot yet concluded; and feuds» confessed to be 
unextinguished. 

Vi Offended^ neglected^ and despised by theijt 
respective princes, the two parties^ evinced a 
geiierons attachment to their fortunes. But thjfe 
greater merit i^ here with the : adhidrents .t9 
Jiunes. > Hfej to insult aiid neglect of his fol* 
Ibwer^, added weakness, and. meanness, aipid 
cruelty, and coward ic.eiHjn4 defeat; while.'Wril- 
liain, though the) &i^d; only of, Holland. and / ,n; 
Ak enemy > of Xqelted, «w^ a iconqu^ror and a 
hero, hlBid wob thf'e^ kingdoms, ai>d depery^ 
:ta)»Wini*hem.L: I-? .-''•■ 

' ; B8tW(9Qn4ui3h jmen,, it w^s not fqrtufie that 

dteidad;>ritheiii»>itragQ of.Janies fled at tb? 

^batttef gf tbei £oynQi)ai)d ^An hjls hopes, expired 

id Ifhe. treaty t of Liinerick^ ! By :0onqHest aqd by 1 69K 

capiiltolai^il^tii^tmumpb of ^ilH^m w POA- 

ipliste; ^s. prajxpieteas he- desired. Ireland in- 

•dbed! was tufab triEinquiUised, but his throne w,^ 

secured. i iWithJirarienough at home, she ho^ 

.iiobe to/in/rtade the sbore${of.her neighbour 

•Wil^am scjized h^ as an otitWork of EpglMdf 

cd^ he took Namur for. the safety of HQllHind... : 



Digitized by 



Google 



« 

VI. RtpfeMioi^ might havit «atisfif d hit 
gliory, ' his^ prudence required MgubmissioiK 
Though James had abandoned the Irish, Hm 
frifih iiad not Abandoned James : ' against /liis 
undisturbed predecessors,' they had maintained 
d^suH&ybUt iniplacable war;;*tb him, expelled 
thd dutl^ed, they eKhibited,i sis were their 
<ihlradtdr and ctlstMfi, a pervert . loyalty, : Ulde 
th#ir p^v'erse rebellion, blind 'to its x^bjeei^ 
dLti<6cious in its measores* • ♦ » i • ". 

1689* **^ WMe James and his pciWer llng:ered in Ite^ 
tafad, be assembled a pseuHUvpkAiament He 
^d^iosen the members^ hei chose, the meal- 
sures — the act of repeal, justifying all ^ebt9U«oD, 
%reak}hg all faith; the ^t<>f ^aftt^iuder^^piKtolHb- 
lfi^ tlVoiisands by Wbe^ andf^aiUiteis^ liiy>i«ib- 
%ence; the act iK^p' liberty -of CQnfibiedkce^li^efeufe 

^^vl to Ihb papi$t^/Wdsbi^ to'tiid refofund/ iTiie 
ii^hdle closed witM the subvei^iM; g£ eEtaUiatied 
ifistl%trtio»s, dilapidatitMl of dliilq4seQspo)tiM;iiip 
^4f^ Msboprics, ' deliun^Kiatlbui piilndOT, and! o]^ 
%^s£;ion of the MieXe Protestant oottimtoitjr^ - 
'^^Vir. From ilVe' Papist, thufe la^l^ntyrantuBal, 
«li^:^dtted, tli^^ote^taut^thbagbt it ji^tifi* 
able lW subtract- «il1 power. ^Ol«riIetfe p^ndties 
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were reTired^ and new restraint enactedr-^iol 
tfaeir ambition from the senate^ their paittiiK^^ 
from the magistracy^ their force from theii^dt 
that influence, often misused, should :npt btf 
regained, possessions were forfeited, aQ.(}Uis^ 170S. 
tions forbidden; that disaffection^ as it was 
natural, should be impotent, ilreapons of off 
fence were stricken from their hands, and tho 
means of resistance removed, as its causes were 
multiplied* 

The retaliation was complete; not so its jus> 
tification. William had ratiBed the articles 
of Limerick^ and broke them -, — >a policy useful 
to him and his near successors, fatal to us; en« 
suring temporary tranquillity, and lasting disr 
sension. Contempt would have extinguished, 
the Catholic superstition, proscription has per- . 
petuated it. 

The sword had failed, while both had swords; 
the law had failedy while it existed but for otae; 
the alliance of the law and the sword efSected 
something. It has been called a peace, and a 
truce — ^it was a pause — *^ 4o the Catholics," said 
Mr. Grattan eloquently, " a sad servitude; to 
^ the Protestants a drunken triumph;" but. 
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bad James prerailed^ it had been to the Pro-^ 
tei^ants neither sad nor servitude, but death ! 
to the Catholics a triumph, not drunken, but 
bloody ! This, experience deduces from the fe- 
^ rocious bigotry of that sect at that day; this^ 
history writes or warrants; this, Mr. Grattan^ 
in his candour . and intelligence, does not 
doubt. 
1698. VIII. Where the warfare of the nations 
ceasedj that of the parliaments began: the 
English to assume new, or to assert ancient 
superiority; the Irish to deny the latter, and 
to resist both. Then Molyneux wrote his 
^' Case of Ireland," valuable for its matter^ im* 
portant in its effect, interesting as the dawn of 
political discussion. It shook the presumption 
of one parliament, and fortified the. confidence 
of the other. Hence a more modem policy: 
the seat and atyle of tHe discussion was 
changed; the contest was no longer between 
the senates themselves, but between the adhe- 
rents of each in the Irish parliament. 

A supremacy more complete than she dared 
to claim as of right, England now established 
by mfiuence — a courteous name for profligacy 



Digitized by 



Google 



on one side^ and prostitution on the otber. 
Heiic€ a degraded populatioHi a hireling a,ris-. 
tocracy> a corrupt government; hence the 
low intrigues, meanness, and. misery, of three 
generations. 

^ -Fr9m the reign of William to that of George^ 
the Hid — along pause in the annals of our 
lurbulei^ce — during two jacobite invasions, 1715. 
vrhile half England was basely hesitating, and 1745. 
ISpotJand had treasonably decided between the 
Protestant prince and Popish pretender, Ire- 
land was tranquil ; in allegiance sullen, per- 
haps, but unbroken. But this is all the histo- 
rian has to tell; the rest wa$ the squabble of 
petty pretenders to power, uninoportant even 
in its day,, contemptible in ours; youtli be- 
came age, and age sank into the grave in 
silence and ignorance; for our glory nothing 
y^SLS achieved,, fonipur ioiprovement nothing 
attempted: almost a century is almost a 
blank. 

IX. With one great exception.^ On this \ 
gloom, one luminary rose; and Ireland wor- 
shipped it with Persian idolatry: her true pa- 
triot — her first, almost her last. Sagacious and 

c '" "" • 
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itttt^pid^ he ikWi hi Am^i ^ve Mspioiofl^ 
he Was trusted; nbdve envy, he ww beIov«d| 
abovS ritalrjr, he Wtt^ obeyed. HiiwlsdMliWW 
j^rkctical and pf6phetic; fMiedial for tH<» pM- 
sent, warning for the future: he Ant tMght 
Ireland that ihe imght b«con)e a ftatiob^ ted 
Etiglatid that she mig'ht dea«e to be a de^ot. 
Btit he \t^s <fc churtfamAn. His gown iMpcdl4 
his course, and entongled his effoftsi guiding ik 
senate, or heading an annjr, h^ had be^n mftM 
than CrbtnwelU and Ireland not less than £ng« 
land : as it Was, he saved h^r by hii^ C6iirag«^ 
improved her by his authority^ adorned her by 
h'ts talent*, and exaltied hi^r by hiil fahie* His 
1724. Mission vriA but of ten years^ and for teft 
1734. years only did hid personal power tnitigmte the 
govferhment : bttt though no longer feared by 
the great, h^ wa6 not forgotten by the wise; 
bi^ itifldence, like his wfitilig|»^ ha^ (survived a 
dentury; and the foundation of whatever 
prosperity we have since erected, are laid in 
the disinterested and magnanimoudt, patriatitsm, 
^ Swill. 

Thils is nofc digredsion, it {s in^trtMTiion; 
justice tn the dead, exatnpit to the livings it U 



Digitized by 



Google 



M 
tJlA dfM wo owe;, aa4 th<9 pr^i4 we ^hopld wr 
IS^Cfi'tei ff^m^ kfi V fmvl^^y hv country i^ 

— -*^ J -« ^ rfi iiffc it r I 

X Tb^iicoefisipfi irfQ^grge the JII4 i? to 176O. 
If dlMKl HA 9»ra3 ii0t of bw ip^epaqdepce^ l>ut 
(^f 4b^ diffiisi^n of priocipIeiSi lyhjcb' twenty 

iiutioyH it 

Of the mjnstke of Eo^laod tovvdp Am^ric^ 
liie fffitFibntioA vas irif»al» dPd th« res^ npjr 
«srfl»i« Ambitioft ww fwlf4, otetwaay wb- 
4iMd; Mai4 oppre^^iOA pv^on^cooi&rjre^/readoiv 
0n both i4^e$ of the Atlantic. Whil^ her 
tight larw W9S ^mployfKi in scourging ox cwrb- 
fog Aiii^rica» thi3 rein^ and rod of Ir^l^^ wer^ 
tw^H fron the others and di^tres^ resigned 
^hat gm0ros\%y wouid nisvier have bestowed. 
Ireland tbo^a^^ t)mt ihe bad attained tbe ipot^r 
litj atuHvich the pafnla^ of a ptsopl^ sbp^ld 
cease; Md ahe imdeitooJk^ m tb^ pri4^ 9f 1782. 
hearttthe maaageiiM^iii of heir ow^i r?venu«9|» 
«he Jiegulation (^ ber own family> and th^ 
iiaaintaQaaci^ «f b«r »wii rank in jtb» ^o^iety itf 
Anatians* 

Of ftliif «e¥«h«ti«ii» Vl^Qiodibesf > layr pnly ]»oiigl|i 



Digitized by 



Google 



12^ 

\vith Ameriiiati bloody Mr. Grattan was the 
leader: ' ' ' 'His *tistory' is ' trow identified W ith Ms 
country's, and even his character may be msi^ 
niilatefi to hers. A nAnd impetuous, sind- de- 
termini ;^views not lllwdys correct,: but always 
generou^; an eldquetiee' peculiar and 'pOpalar> 
in h d'divery somelvfcat fantaistibal, iDttt mofdt 
impressive; gentle manners; a fe^li^g/heftrt; 
tthdiauA^ed spirt t; in prii^ate, most.of- w^l^t is 
attfiabl^V* ii^ public, much of wHlrt lis great. 
I^lattSr^-aind reviledy alternately anS intempe^ 
ratfely; hfe has been worshipped . and branded, 
as saviour and traitor — that exaggeration, this 
falsehood. What he sought for Ireland he did 
not always obtain; much of what he Cibiaibe4 
has reverted; much of what has nfot revepted 
is injurious: this is not salvation. True: to his 
party, fif^ too warmly opposed, in days of peril, 
whom lie! 'thought the authors of that peril* 
and denounced in the senate whom he thought 
the agressors in the conflict:— ^when all had 
faliled, he iojudicionsly retired. This was not 
'treuson. But thus living characters are drawn.- 
The lifetime of our independence was short; 
'^tsLdu'fliQPMs still Hvingy his measure already 
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d^ktff ^ he i^te by itsdradte, hd« followed^ iH 
hearse/'^ Murmurs against: tbis dispensation) 
oif Pro vid«ice have arisen/ l)ut liojustly. - . The 
being; ^^^ from it's mother's zvomb untimely ripp'd^V 
wifts faint and feeble; the dissolution^ th.Qjigh. 
sadden, was natural ; though early, nolS pre^*. 
mature. ' : .: > 

Totally separated from England, aa ind^. 
piend^nt e^cistenoe was, perhaps, possibIe«-rI do 
liot. decide-^but while the connexion^! however 
modified, subsisted, it was visionary.: The claim 
off right • was ' extinguished; but the activity of 
Hiffluence was subtilised and invigorated. . It ' ^ 
was in nature that th^ greater should rule the 
less; it was in nature too, that, intoxicated 
with fancies of freedom, Ireland should revolt a K : . 
jft thfe reality of deplsndence; too- powerful 
f<>r i a province, too weak for a rival; th« 
consequences were inevitable — Rebellion^ and 
Union. 

f" iK. In force for nearly a century of >quieti 1778. 
the popery laws had been lately mitigated. 
Elated Mth\s favour, while independence, was 
in progress, the Catholics expected to be frium" 
pkant, oH it^ establishmeht~-Dot unreasotoably. 
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Of Great Britain and Ireland tbey were am jor 
eonsiderable sect; of solitary Inetaiid an mr 
portant mafotity.^ In its narnoiv sci^ <^f poljr 
tics, they hoped for place, perhaps prj^poo* 
derance ; in vain^^the independence vras nomip 
nal, the ooonexioo real. . Disappointment bth 
fined, and dissatisfaction. Nor were these <eo»f; 
finad to the Catfablics. The voliifiteers»agreat 
. body of ail religions, heated by popular i\s^ 
cassions ia military assemblies rfr^confidtilg in 
their arihe and numbersr-trbdld ia their impUr 
iuty> emdonfeeted mih liceiitious poltticsj tb^ 
wished what they dared not 3peak> and wopld 
, giadly hare taken what it were trmson to 4^ 
i^and. 

1733. XL b this ttimulit the Catholic w^ agai^ 
eadgent, and the Protestoot indifferent^ or ^ 
Toarabfe; further rdaxatioo ensued^ amd mora 
s gmt^ml tutnuit 

Minds became unsettled, the state le^b)^ 

: i&sui^ection strong. In the sK>rtti» an armed 

paricvnent ddslaissed amd ^despised the iaws^ : 

btit confined itadUT to apedulatiTe treason* It 

1784. the scMith there was actual war^* n»dnigfait in* 
sitfHts aeised vbo&e txnuilSca^ at the cJkM 
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of the dAy tfad populace rose^ and aH Was ooa* 
fusion and cruelty^ flaked of fire aod streaite ^ ^ 
of blood». till the dawn;<>'^<tils real or itnagv* 
nary, the excuses ; evils mohstrons and inevit^ 
able^ the Consequences. They evaded the \kvr, 1797; 
^ey escaped the sword ; at last they d^ed 
both. The nights were nights of pliinder^ the 
days of puhishment^ and both of horror. 

Then» as now» the disease was referred to 
the severities of the popery code, and tithe 
s(yjSteai— the remedy suggested, in the repeal of 
both. . But the alleged grounds df Irish in^ 
,sutfection are seldom real. The rdi>eUion is 
raided first, and the gtieVatace finind after« 
wards: at between indi^idads of our na» 
.ttoub tb^ quarrel dften precedes the ostensible 
ofience« 

XII. While further iadoigences to the Ca« 1793^ 
tbolios were granted^ and others in projfrefis, 
the French revolution, having filled its awn 
cdnotry brimful with misery^ began t)0 over-^ 
ftorw upon ours. Much tk lS^»t event Ireland 
had already anticipated ; fbr the rest she was / 
prepared. She had had her i^ational conven- 
tion, her national guardi^^ her reform, and her 
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eotisticufioh ; she tbo wsts doomed to have her 
febellibn, her desolation/ The coui'se some-: 
what iess bloody, the -event more fortunate, but 
Neither itotallyxiiasimiiar. r 

ITffSi Again, the claims of the Catholics *-^ and 
agaiiiy the concession : 6f the government ; the 
offensive code repealed dn more than they, de*- 
sired — almost all thfiit it contained; nothing 
reserved, but the command of armies, the dig- 
tkities of the law, the senate and the throne; > 
And thus the question tiow stands !*— where 
will^itTest? 

Xm. In obtaining'^these concessions, Mr. 
Grattan was aided by the lords- Mouhtjoy 
and O'Neil, th6 earliest friends of the Catho- 
lic^, the first victims »of the rebelllion. Agahist 
them s£ood, sometimes alone, Fitzgibbon, eiirl 

:. ;. of Clare; a man n6t toibe omitted in even a 
sketch M^ Irish bifitory.: Dfextraordinrary^ei^* 
dowmehtfe, greajliaeqdisitidns, andr transceAdaiil 
arri>ga(«pe, , Bdl4, and ji voluble: in his BjJeech; 
dariaigiii)- his .coij^^peil?, fcnd fixed ip hi^ resplve^i 
the/ stature of his. rnin^ QVfirtoppe^ his' aiso^f 
ciatj^S; ^n4 collected pppn Mm tb.?-' eyes. of aU| 
the shafts. pf.mqjij^.. • An humbly ^ origin coulc^ 
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not moderate his pride; though success, and 
almost supreme pQweF, seemed to temper it 
In wrath, less violent, than sudden : in revenge, 
not frequent, but implaca:ble ; he deserved more 
political friends, fewer enemies ; but there was 
something in him that would be obeyed, and 
his opponents fled, and his party fell before his 
victorious and envied ascendancy. As chan- 
cellor, like Shaftesbury, he had no enemy; and 
administered justice with undivided applause. 
In private, he was amiable ; to his family, his 
friends, and his followers, indulgent, faithful, 
generous, and kind. Iti peaceful times, he 
would have been beloved, and lost. In days of 
ferment, if a demagogue, he would have sub- 
verted, as when minister he supported, the -pil- 
lars of the state. 

The popish religion he thought unfavourable 
to freedom and knowledge; its professors, 
hostile . to the government and constitution. 
Hence his opposition to all indulgences of that 
sect ; always consistent, dften imprudent. 

As Mr. Grattah is called traitor, so is Lord 
Glare tyrant, with equal falsehood. When 
prejudices shall be buried in the graves of these 

D 
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illustrious rival$^ we shall prob^Iy ppi^fes.^ th^t 
' botli were sincere, both fallible} bofl) l^onest, 
both i^ist^ken^ hums^n \jfi t)>eir erj^qips an^ 
pqirties, immortal for |;heir fiftue^ i^pf) Pl^' 
triotism. 
1798. XIV. The hordes pf pptty rebels, th^t for 
twenty years, under tjventy b^r^^^^^PV^ Raiups 
and pretences^ \\^^ baras^e^ the la.nd, ppw sai^k 
. into one great union ^gain^j: a)! pIy^^ ^n^ epple- 
siastical in^titutipns — the legapy of ^g Ameri- 
can contest paid by prance. The cpiiflfigr^* 
tipn was general : war cm every side : ip 
Ulster, of politics; elsewhere, pfl>igotry. The 
Dissetiter fought, the Papjst uia^s^cred the 
X^oyali^t cut dp^^ both. Some provppatipi) 
there, may. haye been; ipHph vepg;eance there 
was : but where mPst, if any, grovpcation, 
least slaughter, po cruelty; whprjB x\q previous 
oppression, most blqpd, mvich tprtun?. The de- 
tails of this rebellion, realising all >ve read gf ijj 
1641, 1 bequeath to the bigotry of both pa^^tiei?. 
Its objects, however, arp interesting to the en- 
lightened ;—:that of thp Dissenters, a Fqpuljlic; 
that of thi5 Papists, popish ascendancy; V?f 
both, connexion with Fraopej separation ff^ 
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En^ldtid* Its faults too are important ; union 
t^ith fingllind^ sefidration from France, and 
both, it would seethy eternal. 

XV. Froto the priffciples of 1782 sprang 
ifievit^bly connexion with France, or union 
with England. The late atrocities decided and 
accelerated the choi(je-^not without hesitation. 
A haughty aristocracy, and a proud people, 
did not easily resign their power and their 
name; nor ah aspiring gentry their hopes ; all 
about to be lost in British asciendancy. The 
2lveVsi6n was almost unatnithous, and twice vio- 
tt^l-Jous. Bat Mr. Pitt was undaunted ; en- 
lightened and intrepid, he saw that this vital 
rrie^astfiPfe, once proposed, must be carried, or 
the country lost. Ori the object he was fixed, 
and of the means not scrupulous ; — deceit of 
the gbod, intifrtidation of the weak, exaspera* 
tion of parties, and a widt3 corruption. 

Nor did fcis opponents, while denouncing, 
cfeciirid to im'itate' Hi^'^ practices : both parties, 
161 us 6wh, addressed themselves to the best 
passicms of thankinrf, and to the worst; but wjth 
dift^rf^tit {Success ;-^*fhe honest ^preferred Eng- 
land t6 f^i^ance; the' base, possession to' exK 

D 2 
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pectancy; and the act of union was passed — ■ 
strange to add, without bloodshed* :3utthe 
parties had been rather enthusiastic than ^jpr- 
dial. Each feared its own success j the opposi- 
tion theirs, as dangerous — the unionists t|ieirs, 
as degrading^-to the. country. The victory 
was without triumph, and the defeat without 
dejection. r .; 

XVI. The Earl of Hardwicke's ;spcceeded 
the union administration. His manners were 
gentle, but insincere; his mind elegant, but 
vindictive ; his intentions, if pure, perverted. 
His counsels—by his friends alleged not to be 
his own — were, towards the end of his admini* 
stration, weak and double. By his public and 
.private gentleness, some ostentatious charity, 
and the universal purchase of the press, the 
shadow of popularity ,vvas acquired^ and with 
this shadow he vyas contented, and England 
deceived, aud Ireland darl5:iened. Inactivity, on 
the one part, was mildness and conciliation; 
suUenness, on the other, content , and gratitude. 
J 803. On this calm of concjljation and content, burst ' 
forth another rebelliop; short in its duration, 
contemptible in its actions, but Serious in its 
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unsounded depth and unknown, extent The 
policy of that day undqr-rated the danger; and 
the peril of Ireland was forgotten in a squabble^ 
bjetween the governor and the general. 

. XVII. In aid of the unioii the Catholics had 
been courted^ but the ministers had promised 
what they coyld not perform, and absconded 
from their ojeSces to save their credits. They 
had now- returned to power, and the holders 
of the promises demanded their amount. The 
minister did not refuse, but asked time, to 
pay. He would have temporised : but England 
is not tolerant of popery, nor Ireland of sus- 
pense; both parties hastened on to a discus- 
sion, in which the Catholic was successfully 1805. 
opposed by some, who had, two years before, 
favoured; and violently supported by others, 
who, two years after, sacri6ced him.. Such 
are the inconsistencies of faction. 

Ireland sank back mto her silence; and> all 
again was mild and grateful and hollow, till 
the departure of Lord Hardwicke, bequeath- 
ing to his successor insurrection in five coun- 
ties, and discontent in twenly. 

XVIII. That successor was John Duke of 1806. 
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Bedford, aiiiidble drtd Ii0n6tlf aWrf, tiut by pAtty 
<jdiih^3kicrtls tiilfiftt^d for tha itUi6n 6{ Videtoy. 
fte was th6 he/f bf the Iriffueticef of* his brWhei^ 
Francis — the irtcdiisistent Duke, whose d^tob- 
crafical folly Burke has imm6rt£ilis6rf, tte in- 
herited likewise Us politics atid party. That 
party, Mr. Fox, that gredt atiA *r6dk, that 
amiable but mii^cl^hlevrotiS mail, condtidted itt 
England, and die l^orisoiibies hi Ifdirid. ttt 
opposition at the time dt the French refblu- 
tiort, they hafuraWy arid urifbrtUiisitefy con- 
nected themselves With £he fridhas of tfeai 
event. But that eveiit was <oo strong ftir theitt 
and for itseff — ftevotuiidri becanie subvefsiori. 
fintangled in its triarchy, (hey conid neither 
Restrain their sissociafes, ri6r disengage theth- 
Selves ; and Euf df»e saw Witli WoVider a fffitisti 
aristocracy intercharigirig praises arid princi- 
ples with the democrats of France. 

JCtX. ffeartily* tliey repented, but in pri- 
vate; and, until they had given ministerial 
proofs of their conversion, they possessed tbe 
disgraceful confidence of the disaffected in 
both countries. At their exattation, the in- 
temperance of their late associates in trefand 
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{u^W DP bounds: the 94^ept of tb^ W|iig 
viQ^roy was b^il^d by the ypicos tbat: ha4 b^ 
fii^re h^le4 the coipiqg of the Freoqh. To bis 
^js% levee provded, iq the leFelling audacity 
of their joy^ persops of every rank, except the 
bigb^t; of every description, but the IpyaL 
From 1;heir concealmeq( or e^ile suddenly 
emerged the unexecuted patriots of 1793, 
bearding and insulting the very magistrates 
^fpre wboin th^y had been convicted. Some 
indiscreet leg^ pron^otions, some ill-advised 
?»¥»! ftpppiptwepts, raised to epnfidenc^' the 
hopes of those fanatics; but raised only to 
oveftbrP^- Tbe viceroy, ^wakened to his sense 
fin4 dijS^ityj and tb^ chancellor^, illustrious 
by bi^ birth apd talents, were disgust^ at th^ 
V^lgaf* fellowship, and alarmed at the traitorous 
insolence. They did something, and should 
bftve done more, to the repression of both^ 
^9l tbey wished not, or dared not, to exaspe^ 
rate an unforgiving faction; aud by their want 
Vf d^gisioQ lo^t Que party without gaining the 
othfirs ajil were disaffected pr disssitisfied. 
]S|l^ X here ipdulge a private sentiment. 
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and hope that the ancient and eminent hotise 
of Ponsoiiby has finally resumed its pride and 
station; that baseness and inig^Vkfitude have hot 
shown themselves in vain'; that deliision private 
and political has vanished' for* ever; that the 
tranquillity of our native land iiiay a^ain W itfe 
triumph, and the 'hatred of buV "enemies its 
poptilarity? ' , • w 

XX. The entreaties and intrigues of the mi- 
^ nistry, their late partizans, and the adverse 
opinion of many of their own sect, could not 
dissustde the Catholics from another parliaiiien- 
tary appeal for indulgence. I cannot blame 
their resolution; I did not think it* untimely; 
I can never think it unjust; but I blame, I 
denounce, :as traitorous to the constitution 
and ruinous to their cause, the speeches then 
published by their pretended and pernicious 
friends; — fatal advocates! if, indeed, their ob- 
ject was Catholic emancipation, and riot Ca- 
tholic insurrectibri. ; . . 

To stifle this appeal, that threatened it with 
dissolution, the ministry proposed a substitute-?* 
an expedient — to buy the Catholic: 'cheaply,, to 
.deceive the king safely, to establish themselves 
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jj^rmanently. It ha(t a double face, this mea- 
sure; and I scarcely know by which to describe 
it; It was represented — totbe Catholic, as 
opening to him every rank of military honohr; 
to thekihg, as giving nothing new, but. merely 
raising the Eiiglish Qathoh'c to the Irish level. 
In DoUin, it was a triumph to Ireland; at 
Windsor, it was justice to England: — but the 
fraud met its fate; the British king refused to 
decorate the Roman triumph. Scorned by the 
Sovereign, : the Catholic, and the Protestant, 
the ministry, were driven from;tiie cabinet, and 
at the ensuing elections hardly found their way 
into the senate. 

. I regret, npt Uie loss of this biU, hut that it, 
or a niore liberal. Was nt)t candidly proposed^ 
and hop^tly carried. I lament, , uot tl^t tb^ 
ministers have lo$t tbeic places, but- tb^t . tb^ii; 
deserved failure has ;di9graGed ^nd '^edfUjjgerT 
^ ed ai:good caused/and. disappointed afjd'dwturlh 
ed an unhappy people. . .... 

XXL TlwMB far we have walktedria.Ui^.' faot- 
steps of time, antV. heard the , rp^euoJf bisfepry, 
£vent6(Jead us to. exp^riencre^ e>q>erfeiWieJ;o:iinr 
proyejiiQtit. ., Tbere rewiain tlie^fqr inqqiry-tj^ 
prcaeilt iftYi&T-ttbe fpture retfredy. . . r /^ 
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Nations have pibral as well as physical ;cti^ 
mates; and no good is .practicable, no instita*, 
tion can be permanent^ .that is, not fitted t6 
the national temperament. The plant of the 
east withers in the west,^the animal of 4he 

north degenerates in the^outh. We .ha?e but 

, , , //:/, '.' -ro I ]{ t- '^' r"'^'-' ■ '7- 

lately and iifi perfectly learned, that pdlidcal 

modes which exalt one country may debase 

anplher. .^ , 

The selr-cohfidence of England in her system, 

is wisdom at home, and folly abroad: sfau^ would 

have Corsica and India^ li)ce Wales or Devon^ 

and has lost one, and risked the loss of thft 

other. France, by a contrary speciea of .tl^e 

same madne^ inH^Mlsced loi^eigp jirinci^e^ 

into her f ovemmentft and Idtt bertelf. Hum'a- 

ttity Mjotcea that sheiias arisen from tb# i^rave. 

nf aemncFacy ; and tboie even wi|o think worst 

•', ■■^- -; ,' . Y ■ ' " •- ■ - ' -T^- ■ 
of her deliverer^ assent to piy rwsoningi, by 

liltribiiting^^ hi$ sncoess to tlve irise con^^eniality 

oi his iiutitntioii^ 

heUmi'-^Mi in a gmtkr d^m thaft other, 

d(mBtri6»iM»hM ftelHigs that mnut W jBitttehed) 

and ftfejiMl^ and iMibit^ thftt> to b« oon- 

^iier«d, inttft l»» i^otlwd. |Mm matt w»t be 

itretched on iM Procratt^a trtid, «ai loppecl 
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;of )«iigthetied t9 ftn iroa scale. Those that 
legiiliM 9ar her dioirid lcti<»w ber» Hod their 
ajTBteoi iAKNild ¥f dmtic uid accommpdat^ 
■i»f.. 

TlMl* imfr^nedt I irtee tlw omline of our 
nMiieni irtrijr, and, if I oiun truljr. 

XXII. Ito popnlar character and citftoms 
^utmgtittli aftd distDQlme Ireland from £ng« 
land. Varieties hare beeo fought in th» aa- 

fiooal disposition^ referabfe to ^ doable 

\- ■ ^ . • • 

origin of the |ieo|>le» ia vain: ho»e?er differing 
ifk r%A, P^y$ Of ancettfy> they bear the inde^ 
Itbte marl^ of a common nativity. Restless^ yet 
iodoleat; shrewdy and indiscreet^ impetuow^ 
impatiAntyandlmprovident; inatihctively brave, 
thoaglkksdy generotts; quick to Vet^nt and 
forgive oSencesV to form and renounce Mend-^ 
ships; they win forgive injury rather, than lu*^ 
suit) their couiitryV good they seldonv* their 
own they /carelessly^ pursue^ but the honovr 
of both they eagerly vindicate,; oppreaBi^a 
they have long borne, insolence never. 

' With genius they are plrofusely "gifted, with 
jadgment sparingly; to acquire loiowl^i^ 
they 6nd more easy than to arraage aAd ^a* 

E 2 ' ' * 
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ptoyNit: inferior- in vanity onlyUo the'*F<^cfeff 
and in wit supericTr' even-tfl^ the Imital^;' Srtiey^ 
are ifeprfe able to givfe, and A^rel-^^^Wfty to re- 
ceive, amusement than instruction; in raillety* 
and adufetibtl'tlTib^r lV6«l|f ihdblg^r*^ withdiit 
malignity or tmseh^sfe.: lit i^^hfet'sfegulsrr tewn: 
per of this'pet»pleV thafi Ih'ey '^fe^PoRe iaqdaffiy 
to sartiri2e''ai**tbr*prai$^/?md [/a<i[i^ntf<ialtketof> 
sawjastti 2Mid*lfe[tteryt ^-^^ • *»' • • >-: ':i7 ' J. 

*i^t^\\fn\ti^n.o*tfKd^gev^^ to: 

(J^e1ve/ydt!t'^ll 'applaud Jtteip fathep For'sin- 
cerity than' truth. Accuracy is nottiht^,in#pit,> 
nor duplicity the faiWng/of.'aiivdly but i*eglect*i 
ed' and uncultivated /people./ Their p»a6siabe> 
lie on the surfiace, udshelteredfroiiiimtafioii<br» 
notice: and cautious^ England is glad tdJf^oDg- 
nize the Irish cteracter 'otily by these iwccatl* x 
sretencies and errd.rs, which; her own.iiove!rQ»I 
government has proditrced. or perpetuated. '- 

XXIII. In'their domestic life, the; g*ntiy^ 
and traders differ from the EfegVish of equal ' 
rank, not in -essentials but in modes. ' Here • 
are less neatness and economy, • more enjoy- 
nient and' society. . Emulative profusion * is an 
Irish folly. The gentry would rival th« nobi^ 
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lity;' the merchant affects to surpass^ aiidi;he' 
s|K>pkeepw^ to; ipproach^ (ha spIeKdor^ : of the: 
geDtry.!^ olfencfe^paliwmouim are dilapidated ; 
beBce capital:k:djvsrtad:fMim '^business to plea-^ 
sure;> :tlie pnoSt gf one ^nteiiprise is not^ as in 
Qogland, e^Hftkarked. in ai90tdDBar'4 batistiBkiid Ir 
Mfiia or aaieJiAipagie; TiiU Eo^UiUlriofevsfte^i 
qiitfiiin; thfiilMi^^Qii^ire^ iaHlliW u ^ ^ J w d b t M t 
f)ot«fiteor^Ibiftntp|rf>«i»lw^»tf§mm Ir d?U4iO ' 

or all of .tft^r;;^tlktmi!iijai^ftM[Xiiati^& 
leaving tk^ui^^lhbe^Aosbe^MIhi.'iixifi^ie^vttA 

aEistpcracy>?Mthfc fc^rmery solfeljf^ iCdg^gK^' ttt- in- 
creasing atidiiOoUeotihg TQpts, dan 'bare' little 
CQiiciliatory" po'iver- with .the people; and the 
infloence of the latter tends rather to increase 
than diminish the political danger 

A great evtL ;Not because the country: is 
drained by remittances^ but because she is 
widowed of her. natural protectors. The loss is, 
not of moaey, but manners ;' not of wealth, but 
of ciVili2;ation, and peace. 

. XXIV/ The condition of the peasant was 
of late utterly, and is still almost, barbarous 
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Wtmt the tUnnnis ftond ;tb« ftrifoM and '0«f«' 

dviett taoar diijrPittg pKaoft of the Veracity 
gfCtear ai^I'l^Mta.:' i^ t^fiiiWy ^ft ^ 
t« oetMraUioiii<**of the Irish, raft it aimioiui 

becMte it w ii rit ''^* Mi* wiidgii* iiiid"policy «r 



tlnir a^Mail. Bm tlM ts^jitac^ im«iir it to 
he'tniie, 9mA ilMtai^«fti«ltHl^o«m it; ^ '^ ' 

Thfi Ottltnratdr eCike land m^cvs'&Mi ^n 
the mherilor; between them Btan^^ j^^'^ 
sui^lMdlarAi mad temniSi ciiu^h fecemng ^aT 
profit from hti lessee^ but bavibVn'd fiirtbirr ia^; 
terest or conaenoa wit&l;he boh. The last in ^ 
the series must provule for the'^prdfits^ o^ aU-~ . 
he therefore parcels buV, '£t rack t^ettts^ tiie . ^ 

land to his miserable tehadt.' Ilere^ is no yeo- 

- ; n ^. - .> ; -iV; ,<* ■/ ';'^v r ' It -^ z ..?". ." "^ 
manry, no agriciilttfral capilatist } no degree 

between the landlord abd labourer ^ tne woixfe 

^peasantry" ana ** pobV*^ sjrnonimottMy em^ . 

ployed. _ ^_; 

XXV^ Their dwelfm^ are of primitive and 

tusy oonstrhction-r^th^ walWandfbors bfcUy^/ 
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thr raof ofsod «tf^ thatch; witfiin, arc ivfp »u* 
eqttal tiiiri$|gat;.m the $mail^, filthy and vot 
fnmtilifd, jr«n vot^Jl^l^^.tnitpose t^e whole 
teiiljr t^ ^MfLf id l|« ^g9C^ on a heartbi 
withovi grtlf flr f||til|i$e|^ii^^fC!it»ty fire warnn 

for li^t «4^a|^^ 

their food WW* Jts |j|re^^rau^^^ pipij^el-po,, ; 

salted ftib. Ijft drink tbpy are, npt scjj^ Ji^oijpe- 
rateT of all spirituous Itguors ;th!^y.ai;e inamo<» 
di^rateiy food^ but ^ Boost of whiskey, the disr 
tUl«d extract of fermented corn. In many 
districts, by an iii^eittMis and sinoiple process, 
they pn^ttrt t&i* liquor themselves, but clan- 
deitittdlyf and^ the great injury of national 
morals and rtffaa<ik Were th€^ allowed, by 
^iirate dtilillatie&> te indalge their taste for 
iUpbriety^ their ifewa riot would more effeotu* 
ally f ubduo tlMm ^Mn ^entttries of war. . 

KXVL llietr dress is jnfan aod squalid ^ 
particttlarly of the females^ whom you would 
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»ot always distinguish from mett by^ tlieir at- 
tire. Of personal cleanliness tli«y^tav0tt|jtv 
care. Both pejgas^ear; ib winter arfdSflfiSftier^ 
longwoollen coats; or clolaks^ de»iv«d frtih, and 
similar to, the «agun;i of Ihkifi SfieeMbrsr^ The 
fchildren are generally hilfy-'atW-sometiinlS*' aU 
together naked ; living, ^'ithout distificfioh of 
sexes, in dirt and mire, almost with Che cattle. . 
Yet from this nakedness and /ilth, t-hey grow 
<jp to that strength and stature for *which* they 
are admirable. * . -^ • 

XXVII. The peasantry of Ireland are ge- 
nerally of the Roman. Catholic religiort, but ut- 
terly and disgracefully ignorant; few* among 
them can read, fewer write. -The Irish lan- 
guage, a barbarous jargon, is ' generally,' and^ 
in -some districts exclusively, spoken: and wit^ 
it are retained customs .and su[Vers(itidns as 
barbarous. Popish legfeilds flkid pagan* tradi- 
tion are confojinded, and *feveted» fbt' eertairi 
holy wells, and i^acrod places; th#y have- extraif 
ordinary respect; thHher'cfowd, the\$ick for 
cure, and the sinfiil-for *!x:pittt1oii;- and -tlteir 
priests, deluded or ddudmg,- enj'om those pil- 
grimages as penance, dr applaud^ them, -when 
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Volantary, as piety. The! religion of such a 
people is not to he cotifoUtided with one of 
the same name professed by the enlightened 
nations of Europe* = The University of Paris 
hassometeiifets 'in common, perhaps, with the 
Irish Papist; biit does. ^7 believe that water re* 
stores' the crfpple, enlightens the blind, or pa- 
rifles the guilty? 

XXVIII. In agricultural pursuits they are 
neither Active nor expert: hereditary hidolence 
woiiM indine them to employ their lands in 
jpiastu'rage; and it is bften more easy to induce 
them to take arms, for their country, or against 
-it, than to cultivate the earth, and wait upon 
•the seasons. 'Even at this day, the sons of the 
-oM inherit(irs are suspected of being more 
^eady to regain their possessions by their 
blood, than by their labour. Tlieir very 
-AWtts^nienfs ^re polieihical : fighting is a pas- 
time, whiehthey steldom assemble without en- 
joyihg; not, Jndeed, With iron weapons, but 
Hvith' clubs, which^they always carry, and fre^ 
quently and skilfully Tise. When not driven 
by necessity to labour, they willingly consume 
whole days in sloth, or as wiltiugly. employ 

F 
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tbem ih riot; strange diversity of nature, to 
love indolence and bate quiet-r^to be reduced 
to slavery » but not yel to obedience. 

XXIX- AVho will call this people civilized, 
or wonder that they are turbulent ? Who con- 
fide in the enopiric promising to cure so com* 
plicated a disorder by a single specific^ It is 
but too plain, that there is something to.be la- 
mented, and, if possible, changed, in.thecha- 
racter of the nation-^much in its habits — more 
in the accidental circumstances in which It lan- 
guishes; and it is also evident, that no indivi- 
dual remedy can reach and ^eforjn evilsr so he*- 
terogeneous. Party indeed is blind', and igno^ 
ranee adventurous ^ but when the state of Ire^ 
land is hereafter discussed in the Iipperial 
Senate, we trust that few may be found of] the 
prejudiced and none of the ignorant. 

XXX* Friendly — on principles and CQadi- 
tions hereafter to" be developed^— -to <3atholic 
emancipation, I cannot believe it panaceatic-^ 
alQne beneficial — alone necessary. It wiU be 
a part, perhaps great, probably smsdl, of any 
^enlightened system of Irish policy: -but it is 
not itself a system < 
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• Who can be emancipated, and from zvhat .^ At 
most six lords, one hundred and fifty com- 
moners, and twenty ecclesiastics; from four 
or fire disabilities, which reach not, interest 
not, the mass of their community. Theorists 
trace from the political exclusioti of the peer, 
the mental debasement of tlie peasant-«-truly, 
perhaps, in a people affluent and enligiUeneds 
truly, in small and polished states; falsely in a 
great mass of penury and ignorance. Dispel 
the gloom, enrich the penury, the crowd may 
then, arid cannot till then, become sympathetic 
to. the feelings of honoyr and* ambition : hence, 
I reason, that to mere emancipation there are 
previous paramount duties; that enlightening 
two millions of Catholics is more important 
than indulging two hundred. 

' But the Irish Protestant, has he no griev* 
anbe-^labours he under no disability? has he 
. no cause, or taint of disaffection ? Your Pr6- 
testant tenants, few in numbers; — ^your Pro- 
testant artizans and manufacturers, a great and 
pining population — ask them for a description 
of their exclusive Paradise. In all that rer 
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gards happiness and power you will find them 
to be Catholics, reading the liturgy; as the 
Catholics are Protestants, singing the ma£;s. 
Emancipate tftem^ emancipate all; vivify your 
country — not in details, but in generals; not 
in extremities, but at the heart. 

XXXI. To catalogue and class the diseases 
and remedies would be a treatise. I only 
sketch—hnppy if >ivhat I write hastily, be read 
at all. > 

Compendiously, then— the springs of our 
misfortune are five-fold:— 1. The ignpranoer- 
2. The poverty— 3, The political debasement 
of the inferior orders— 4. The Catholic code— 
5. The provinciality of the government. 

1. Domestic economy, agricultural improve- 
ment, the love and knowledge of the law§, the 
detection and expulsion, of sqperstition, the 
growth and influence of true piety» who cai^ 
expect them among a people utterly dark and 
blind? Of four miUions-r^the^probable popula* 
tion-^one million perhaps cm write and read > 
of this million, three-fourth^ are Protestauts 
and Protestant; Dissenter^; ther^ett^ains a$0U(l 
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mass of dai^eroris a.nd obstinate ignorauce; 
not all, but chiefly, Catholic. The laws of 
God they take ou trust, of the land oii guess, 
and despise or insult both. The •Government 
publishes proclamations, the. rebel chiefs nia- 
nifestoes — the rebel soldier reads neither; his 
spiritual or secular leader be follows into /iw^- 
p/ic// treai^on ; incapable of discussing motives 
or being enlightened by results; and thus the 
folly and defeat of one insurrection do not 
deter from another. 

In all our perils-^it is an important truth--- 
the real danger is in those who cannot read, 
the true security in those who can. Superior 
knowledge is one cause and branch of the Pro- 
testant ascendancy, from which the Catholics 
must emancipate themselves. 

XXXII. The remedy of this evil must be 
sought in its causes ; a narrow and sectarian 
plan of public education^ the mistaken policy: 
of the popish priesthood, the absence or indole 
}ence of the established clergy--7-sources of mora 
and greater evils than Ireland thinks, or Eng^ 
land would believe. 
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To the Government I should say-^" Educate 
your people:*' I care not by what system, if it 
be capacious; nor at whaMcost, if it be pro- 
ductive. 

/Between systems of public instruction, I will 
not decide; that^ However, must be preferable, 
which acts most by incitement and teast by 
force. I should even—not uiihesitatinglyrr- 
venture to propose, that those only should vote 
at elections who could write and read their oWn 
affidavits of registry. This principle is not 
novel in our constitution; our wise ancestors 
promoted learning by granting, even to crimi- 
nals, the benefit of clergy. Would it not be as 
efficacious, and more just, to ej^tend to a cer- 
tain proftciency in letters, not pardon, but pri*- 
vilege; not impunity in crime, but advance-, 
ment in political power? Is it not monstrous, 
in theory as well as practice, that the grossest 
ignorance should influence the choice of a- le- 
gislator, as much as the most cultivated uu- 
derstanding — that the enlightened should- be^ 
overborne \tx the highest exercise of rational' 
liberty, by the i^ude and barbarous? ,Vet-.thus' 
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it is, and the primary assemblies of Ireland are 
swaj^d.by brutal ignorance and profligate per- 

We have seeni in some counties, the majority 
of constituents driven like cattle to the hust- 
ings. We have . seen, them — unable even tp 
speak jpnglish — attempt t^o poll in Irish. We 
k;iow. that these miserable creatures are wea- 
pons wi^ed by tl>e gentry against each other 
at ^elections, and by.deniagogues against the 
gentry in rebellions* Is this to be borne? — 
Fron^ such turbid and poisoqed sources, can 
the.stream be pure and salutary? 

To the Catholic priesthood I should say, 
** You profess to be ministers of light, not of 
4arkiiess,s you siiotild advancje learning — ^you 
5HALL not impede its your tenets shall not be 
iuvaded, but your flocks SHALL be instructed-r- 
the otntment producing blindness shall be used 
no longer, if you will. not co-operate in^^a 
generous system of national education, expect 
no favour froqi (he nation-^you shall have 



none/' 



But to the Established clergy what shall I 
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\itg^> Thd times, mometitous to all, are cri- 
tical to them : their flocks tarbulent, their re- 
venues Jitvededy their veiy;hierarchy iassailed:^— 
tbeiae are:not days! for slbtb. * Ir*eland is divided 
into.,$,/}00- pariiyies, wi^ltefd -down into 1,200 
benefi<iie^,, pa which uhere are bitt? IjOOO 
churches. The 1,200 beneficed cfergy ofthese 
!^,SOQ parishes,, where are they? ohettfeird* of 
them are not rfesideftt — absenteeism fhon^ their 
duties — mortmafihers tiponrthe land! 3rfte^Ca- 
tl>olic prijesjt,ihe Dissenting minister; thfti^l^e^ 
thodist preacher, are <hey.sui)ine oD'^HalMil^^ 
Are they yjjhout , proselytes stod^ conTserta; 
without inteirest pr influence with the peo^bai: 
A friend to religion> I atn an eneiny tacs^a^. 
ried idlen<^sSv^ To 2,500 parishes I iyotild bare 
2,500 parsons; no cupatQS. at/ fifty, iioT::;.ab^ 
sente^;at two thousand pounds Ja year^i iWi 
itatvjng, zeaj, no ia^y aiHuen^e.* Tbe^^stav.. 
tlijp^n^jftll, Aflii^li laymeh ane ♦invokeAj tO' fte- 
feijd^-ji^^rQhmeiil should sup jJart by:* tlrtir -pi^* 
sen^^iUgnifiy^jky.thtei^ pifetjc, jetndf^' eitend^ 1^^ 
thojp^en^fcjnip^::; ,vf .: - * ; ; • ...:.'' r 
KKi^UdSS. 0fc*e -exactions of ^e oWhersj,! 
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HMJUli^- i^digeiM^ oftt^ ^^Uivatorf of lan4 
miseraUie ^ne- the co^^queaees. Laitdtords 
ifeitboat>fciiin<ls $Mr ioflii^n^d; ja pa^antry wUJi^. 
o«)i4 mteresti aJmost wifchmit liveUhood» ir^ (iai# 
country — aothiAg to^kfenidTf-iioiiiih^to love^ 
de^paif iii(g^ and desperate^ ripe aild realy for 

The e»il: i9pUin> th€ rQii|ie4y mot so e?ld«&t. . 
-^The |Nric< e^ tbe usie of iMd^ tao*^^^. leaA 
should^^-^tieter be restraraciii bytt)a#! firte 
flompefettiottifi tiw li£^-blo<Ml of<ccualaiier0e; aiid 
tbe/rcttritiop of lahdlord atid teoant^: inytbe 
matter of mcs, i$ imrely o<fmitoh:tal. The 
appeal, therefore, is to the ^ood fitelio^ asid 
goodr^ioy of the landMders. I 

In England, the law of public lo^itioci, 'aa 
well ta the law of reAlon> terrifies a laxfdlArd 
from tbe (ilttoder of hit estatet. much oCi^ te.tf 
hijiiwi'ii but his wtA is wisdom^ ikhT; tb« wMbm 
of <illMCt restrttns hii will} and be if fluj, «ff 
ofctise^k! to content hiowelf witfajait ptwit^ 
wtnctiy^md, by % tirivint te&gntt^. WiMii 
Ui«i)e. is {wotection on one tide, fiifdkj^ ^Mi Hit 
enter, and cottidoaoe oft Wtfc^ tbe ftii«f| 
tiiM^re yi at wiU^ reolf thMi ftnelMto wilb lb« 

o 
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fftict 6f produce, and the recite are profilf 
inly appbrtioned: •'•'Tiwsc niftultsv ^Mofwtf 
pPdp6se'^o obtttin by«$ohdttimniA i«al^ aiiA 

fertanliMl^ltie still ft lAieoJWm.' ><-••/- 
-■ Iivlii^iid, ' teqtire ttt n^H^ isj^ indeMt* • op^ 
pression; tenure by lease, oppres^ioft hy l im S i' 
r^Mil «(«, tfbt. th« 'fRMpt^tion* '^,* bat cwmltrly , 
the >\4k^- prdd»*e:> The - itetMb> 't^|tM4ait6r 
KMbm belter j>aM>lilURf by sciiatf4iMAi'n^f§eA 
himeMiiosinai tiiirj^hiii^hi natUiiii; saiMf^ for 
a^%enci«b, iin«hihg'rel»tetiBd.lbr-<capitl#r. 'Ehif 
pedant and^bfe :hat<} alHcf tiegtit«S«»d;tra9pO»ca 
xiflbecd-siidttiirire^/--.. - , . i--- . •' . uvm^.j^. 
The theorist saysjftM^lilce-dthier '.OMMliWsi^ 
will 6»tt;j^- level: j - '•• ''•'' -»''<•- 

i:Gifcf»ericnee:ia3^'t0><ttiirtHeori«li-'il'^pMI Hot 
ShU ^Watit'^tipii^ tsr* bit>ltto V ' ^ ilfkMlsrrnot 
4fsM»ptiid^ice; dii%am^'n!ot-^of -t>if0t^rtyy'^ii^ 
iKstlif^^Mtds o( iiiisa#bet)««i.< ^Hft^w< jb egi |li »ft 

Mi4*?nd ti^' fobdu^" oiri^ Itis 4a»yaip^$iiUf^t 
^dl we %iib4r,^tli3ft «<MAif>«tvttfi«i<{fl»r<^«<i«liDlb 
Mlie'^olnife {AMuotK/ iMiM»!4JMit«la&y.poJMlital 
•tflhdMkffe»iMf»4hftti''tM'Whoiei vaiiitt. b-.pro* 
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hmSfW tK^iii9>y^l^^^^^ »' •^no.niirsotr .sir; 
lords jNitM^^i^(^^'»i^>i^.v^i^i»SMfi$^ 

; A»M«)<MH#»rd Ji^MVA^n^RB M°4)<ll$fi^Mn^ 

XXXIV. Tithes-nltej i«fi»»i«^3-^Sfe»fe 
g2 
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be » direct lK^ii^Hfe^'<lk|tf^;iMP9)|i,^ii^^ 
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Hkkki i ^h&J9iiA\l9^ tMd\AWs>faS> the'Kciivref 
tothefnr&s'ittie hgreAitafy property dTi'thoat^ 
irtroii0 «^«¥i<sateiiiiri[;ae^1i tMrtscIf Jti^f^it^y. 
In tc^fi^ftffiify. It kiif^ 4»e l^stWx^ii^k' 

bur 4l^^e/ ^i«, as tfi«y 4Mi l>e; . ih« >ViS 
p«l19^F)UMrAa7«,' iharl i^^^Jtt! ^(AouiaAaHi 

t«)ltt<i0^^*p6W«r$ «f^an^6, thodlficatioo,) and 

toii»ott,<ir'-^4i-; ■..'■••• ,• ■ ■•;..'•'•:,-■■ '•„- 

' -^i^fiai^ b«tfn ^r^poMd ta .t^place ' them, ;b.x* 
<*-4 doflMiutiition for glebe/' itnjpraatiiiaMe 
tAm'^^maffHo^titM^ .^"a ^co^rrrat^Vjiipbre 
0|^^Ni»t«i^ittfiA v#Kali<rta tUti^e ptteafint^ mlii 
«^ «BiNttt!lltte^1|Mi44saqr Ids .6bjie6tionaibb»'b«t 
uauitiftatiity «fad W8f«tf»^i«obittpute^'«i rthcl 
uMtMNibWNMlBsttVej Mfttlkwt) oHi'tfik Va,fm^ 

i><X |fr9pM»/iib iysteHiAlBdC p«V^$ci perlfap^ bnt 

ftit^tii^(|MH)fc|»8 tMt:«:i#tirtitieU^''piioia6^i,'i»f 
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i •^Th^ftihrgT'^ ^n .gveati^ towjis, ai^e imply, atsl 
IheettidljF paid$ b)ila .<tftte on Ifhe/eatinnlated.va^ 
iQeifj^ tmch i\iovi$ei : i i Mt pco^si tioii vto^ld jcnh 
j^oflrd'>aBdt astend^i.tbis i&ysjb^itti.Qi^ttbe whtiii 

flaoritrjt) Y/: H}o-:q V .j;;.,'j -lOil wit >j: .u. s!: ot 

cbific; at.I3a/- 0i^i.ffil ^ill t^iM^p^iJi*?^9&wtito. fefc 

clenlisliad )6steblifibqeit f}e;»^.,|l)«qitf<^#ry«Nil| 
9(»/io6U Siit\6tt mithei.pDvimii> MiM^^^i^^ 

500,000/. A sum adequate to the paj|||»i|b«f 

; ' Iff asst over ftfaejdetdfil% iLtriotf cpmoti^VlMM 
ahmef)rsd2:Jt^3'jiidsaltKi^ lUkirtiiiAV ft«nefoM9t<|^ 
iMts^iMby' rielievdd, atfefl^^a jbpeJi^idf^ <|;{io;linicK' 
tdHlfKdnrtsdj^:thedPjkMB|lt3snt iobrg^ 
cMlMiifiJled i^the Codiiiw prxB^thm^bUiA^lma^ 
vants oif the Britist^^tur^xilef qijEiRoittecfAtim 

<he(fit)i^s<diM'pWcai^r,li^\»^|al ttWi i rt if dt 
fupW^'by -a <i4tt9fr^iiotiat nuiAOttp^ttiAm 
provision ; a chief caus&iiM^^litlOs^iieurflAiB 
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oilfd^waidthp couQftry iiidulgeif; impfo^^^ 
periMa^s {br^nqifiilised, by tbe extension <Qf «: 
pdn«i{dft alrei^iy £wniliar and approved.. . 
.. .XXXV^ ^, The praqticfd debaseivent ^f tbe 
lo^wer orders pf sooiety, is compopnded of their 
ignorance and, ppvefty^ already jistK^m i»ed ;, of 
tHe i^uskic^Q^r contamely of th^irfitperioiis^ to 
diiSiQ»iiii.wbi^ ^tght exasp^r^ tbfe^Oi i«8ame 
tb^iP^l^fs^ i|i]4. injury all; «i|4.4a^ly» of ^ 
de^f*af9^.^d fl^ulty of j^gid red^^SBftyfH-^ 
be pa&|e<l, p^erv j^ njamen tt^ , u nceprebended* 
.^Jiiej^l^ h9^Bev^ttb9rqflg^y^ mingled it^eU^ 
m^h Ir0lAfid ; th^e -latdy.sw^c^— ^perhaps. ^UU 
afci7^istrjet$ .impfHtw ^.Ybeijkmg'^ writs» 
GaMes^rforttfte^it 4tg«t»st>t^lMk^lf^t€; ^nd l4gal 
eitfifc(qpqmv^fdi:fey*vft^r9^ of tarans atr^ontum^r 

<#M»ijRPt'A^qittea|kLt0^^ ffiM^^ffbich aifr 

iliqiiiieeirafriH 'dediioe> m^^uofaiiAy^lordiMtrjrdisr' 
r^MpMb forvttejtiawC' Tbb4afci!iril csises. ' Uc 
«ti»^1n^^rrthf»v '^W«$ n*i#^r^ .of irtWr^ris^rM- 
dence !— ft^lHl^ws «iu>t(>:lflrfMi^ siiJbfffiiedr 

i;iknhidBtfiri,. or .amrOfiiiM:; juries .siiWii^; 
idofi&A^«ktddijtim>eoflik)noa trawsaciiMidii the 
administration ^: Jnslieis of ifae.peac^^ <s4tn9f 
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tibes pariiaU geDendly despised ki!i4 uHsblk^' 
&cW>ty* The body— iti England isO eSecf^^. 
of mayors, bailiffs, and constabI^9^ tinkmiwn>dt: 
known as a jest. Parish offices, sinccrfrfe^ 4he 
great hian and the strong man ^eduking, the' 
poor and weak suffering! the la^Jr, / 

Theblwie in ilot easily *at)p6itbnedi tntich 
i$ in th^ prid€ and ftrfi^of the gevitf^ ; fhucli in 
the native pehrersfene^s of the people s xttihh iA 
tfaie indifference of the govemn^Ht i sbmethiiig: 
in an indiscfett nomination of msl^istl^es j' 
more, and most 6f all, in -the exorbitltn^ '4k1^ 
tiioh of legal prMeediAg«, by which the^ ikw ha* 
bteotae» not It reliig^ to the poor, but a liixttP|i 
to the rich. Tho doiiMs tro opbn to^ tbe ih^^ 
gedt, only as spectators i the peaisaht, oppreii* 
c^ or defrauded t^itbe^MonttC o€ lOf.; oanMI 
buy even a chaArce of redress in th^ lottery of 
^ law for leas than#(>f« By^tctofy or defeat, 
he is e^piitty mud irtemediably nditoed; Tl^^ 
aystetft iMic^f be wmended^^^bandooed. > 

vl i^oi^er the habitual weakness of the laiw^r 
as the^st cause of the babitukl wepAness of 
|he land, from Henry to Greorge. • < .. i •« 
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The thoughts of those who. ;^ead for ideas, 
not words, will fill up my outline. Let us 
hope that the wisdom of the legislature will 
soon erase it. ' . 

XXXVI. 4. Oil Jthe. subject V Catholic 
emancipation all measpeak.and write, but few 
candidly: its siippori^i'^ and its pppoQents are 
equally- injudicious or upjdstt. the reason is, 
that tho parties of the state ha^e divided the 
(|U^tion between them; ainl contest it; not for 
it&^a^, but their r own : it is tl^e^ means, not 
the pbject of die war. ^^. . 

i^fThe, Roman epipire ,was ^divided into two 
fM|i$^ns, and the^reen and>tbe blue distracted 
tht -:ei^ili26d worid^i; Pid -the.Vcivi)?zed world 
hy^M for tbf!^ eyU^^'^ of an act<jr^s^ coat, when 
tfc^. rseeraed t tot ,- ^r so ? ' Not ^ '► Thpy bled 
^tlmr party, »o%'^ itb^ sytub^K y Caihqlic 
e/na^ipatioH tsr the ^^ef^iHi^ blue of If^iand^; 
tj^ colour <^*tHe^divHiioji^4^otthj^'^^ This; 

!Ettittiett %nA\ ^ M^?tev^n} / liberafc • sagaciptisj 
an^IW^H iQfi9iTOL€<F^^*hiifve,vadmittedf^ tJbougf^ 
Jfeoghi'Nevvrpdrti^.irtitt^ 1^:^)1^11/ f^^^^^ 
andbigdiea, d^yit.-^ • >^ ^ "'-'' «^ *;• '''^ 

H 
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How else could balf a nation so pertinaci* 
q}is\y seek^ and Uie other half refitfc, an almost 
^inpty privilege? How eke can it have hap- 
pened that every concession has produced 
COmmotiopy ap4 complaint increased as the 
grievance disappear^? Tv^eoty ye^rs ago 
there was much to d^s^^e, and to refQse> and 
Uje Caitholic code was scargely tbpught of; 
there now reipiaing tt;nconceded» nothing in 
which the people ar^ opn^p^rned ; yet to th« 
Catholic code i^ ajttributed all oUr misfprtunes. 
The truth is^ the parties have made t^e qiie^r 
tjoDj not the qiiestiop the parties, 
, XXS^yil; Let ns review and refute the 
sophisms pf both : ^n^i first of thie^ earqanpipaT 
tors. !• ^. Xh^ Bi^ri^ of the CatboliqsH' Whi^t 
ini^rits? They )iave becQi loyal in 1745? an4 
1797;. fterh^pit in 1738 and 1805: l?ut,ifjhfi)?' 
WV^i ?^» they iferp,iK>tt,u?ie35fl^ptiftn^bI^.Ijoya.l, 
Wfra* is the. in^nt? Ift i|; ^ ; virf ihr . nflt^ .tq p^ 
(Stimj^fd} ijfj, not; to re^ly sup^rerqg^^4(^| 
^tmti howerier^ «the in^rit? has it iiqV Vf^ 

mitte4 in bftlf a score of yie4»f?,;is ^ |K>..bPW'?; 



Digitized by 



Google 



' 6\ 

Admit, stiH, that the reward was inadequate J 
We then ask, was ttie Catholic so much mare 
loyai than the Protestant, that the latter should 
be stripped of his ascendancy to clothe thte 
former? The condusion is^ that'he, rtho 
vaiants his loyalty as a merit, has little irierit 
in his loyalty; and that when Catholic merit is 
pleaded against the d.sqendancy, Protestant 
merit should be pleaded for it, and a balatice 
struck. 2. The emancipators allege * the force 
and power of the Catholic body,' and apply 
the argument doubly ^ offering assistance, or 
threatening opposition. What iie\V assistance 
can we have? Two thirds of our .military are 
already Catholics; because two thirds of our 
populi^tiQa are so. If the proportion of Ca- 
tholic soldiers and sailors be greater, it. is, and 
trill be so, because they are the poorer seetC 
poverty^ in all countries^ takes refuge in the 
armijgs; not would Catholic eiDaticipationoiake 
otti& than in Ireland n soldier, whb hadj wealth . 
ehougrh to i*einaiii a citi^^h. Thus yaiiishes 
their prbihised aid. fhefr hostility I^ddinb^ 
f^af. The Catholic force ca» hfevfer be uhiled 

H 2 . 



Pigitized by 



Google 



62 
against th^ present establishments of law and 
property ^ and if it should, it would find that 
physical strength is not the best part of power. 
3. It has been alleged that ^ all our disturbances 
hav^ sprung from the hardships under which 
the Catholics labour/ What is this, but to say, 
that they are fiot patient and loyal ? that the 
rebellions and massacres, which we hoped were 
political, have all been CaMo/Zc; the works of 
a perverse and pestilent sect, incapable of gra* 
titude, unworthy of indulgence, unfit for tole- 
ration? Such is the false, and detestable allega* 
tion of the partizan, espousing the Catholic 
cause without affection, and cahimniating his 
friends to dupe his opponents. But let us not 
charge upon the Catholic as a crime, the frenzy 
of his advocate. 4. * The moral injustice of 
•-he Catholic laws' is vehemently urgedj but not 
easily proved. The Papist, whj^n able, pro- 
scribed the Protestant: the vict(>r,ious Protes: 
tant copied the Papist statute againstjits^ toac* 
tors. \te may doubt that tliis was , wise, but 
not that it was just. Who pities the inventoro 
and victim of the brazen bull? * But it is yp- 
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just/ the Catholics add, ^ that the minority of 
a people should restrict the irisyority, which 
majority we are.' True, numerically, as two 
exceed one. . But if rank, property, education, 
industry, skill, manners, inteHigqnce — the es- 
sences of d nation— be estimated, they are, of 
Ireland even, b, weak minprity ; as, both nume- 
rically and morally, they aite of the empii^e at 
large. 

Finally, their plea should be, not of their 
foKce, nor of their numbers, but of their mo- 
deration, •liberality, and innocuous tenets : if 
they prove the former, without the latter, tliey 
prove against themselves. 

XXXVIIL TJieir adversaries have but little- 
advantage :Over tliem in the argument. The 
fear of the Protestant, like the; complaint-ol 
the F^pisti conies too late. It strains at tba 
gnat, having swallo^ved the camel. 

. I c^n .well conceive, why Lord Clare woulS 
have strangled Papist privilege iir its i>irth; 
^by he feared to make the first plunge down 
the. decliiFi(y* of cbnciessioi^ ; i iHty ..he refused 
power to the numerous and dangerous, i Biit-lt 
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caimot conceive, why we i^ould now feel thi§ 
sfter-mlarm ; why, having rushed down preci'- 
pices, we stop short at a slope ; • why we indulge 
tlie populace, and restrict the few, the rich, the 
noble; and the loyal. 

If we fear the revengeful bigotry of the 
Biptst* let us not extusperate, without disarm^' 
iog him. The power of tlie gentry and priest- 
hood, let us conciliate or unnerve. We are in 
4 praciicftl dilemma. We must resume all 
that we have granted; or grant all that i^e 
retain. . 

Xi confidently, advise the latter course. 

XXXIX. Before (he union, this perfect to- 
leration liras impraoticable. No State religion ^ 
h^s ever dared to indulge a sectarian majority.' 
France persecuted tJie-Protestant V England the 
Papist; and Scotland both ; and all succeeded. 
Scotland becoining j^r^ifoiiizW^Ti^ presbyteriah, 
France i^atholiit^, and England protestant^ per-- 
seaiifiion ceasedv and toleration bej^n. Ire- 
land is almost the only country in the worlds 
Whi^ has not had the disgrace and benefit of 
stelive perseottttoD. There was enough to ex* 
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asperate, not extinguish. But what e^tly in^ 
tolerance might have effected, tlxe uoion ha& 
accomplished. The established now out-jauin^ 
ber the sectaries, and the Catholic assertion of 
* force/ and the Protestant of • danger,' ara 
equally absurd. 

Do we fear a Papist parliament ?> AH tb« 
freeholders of the empire jqaust first becf^na 
Papists,^ aod then, eman^ipatf^d or . not, tb^ 
parlian^ent will, and ought to, be PapUt A 
Papist king ? It cannot be, till parliameiit and 
people are Papist; tbfiu» so should the fkingj 
Papist judges and generals? Why not? if up- 
tight and skilful. Their t^lenta, we may pjn- 
ploy, but their bigotry we cannot fe^r, till the 
king is. Papist ; and in that event,, however wq 
now decide, there must bo Papist* gen^raik wd 
judges.. ^ ; . ) • = r 

History is, called in, tp^ 4|^aeive us,.not tft 
enlighten j to \)p^v wUae»».of tHliapi^U tyrant^ 
John and Jan»^^, m4 ^o, ofliit* Hftrfy, wi 
Char|e«, We (parget, tpg, how we did, ^uhduei. 
John and, expel Jaa^p?, and. w<^yJd*.again^tb(2t, 
ipaitator of eithetf-,. Every thing i* forgotteni . 
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biit p-assion and partj, and a great nation 
waited its strength and reputation in antiquated 
folfies artd diflferences about nothing. 

XL. I conclude, ili^t the Catholic lawyer, 
soMier, gentrj", priesthood, and nobility, should 
be admitted to all the honours of their profes^ 
slons and ranks; that one torch of discord at 
feasik should be extinguished -, that a nominal 
But degrading distinction should be abolished 
in a nation that fears^ the name of' degradation, 
more even than: the teality; that this should 
be dmie, because, S'h ^jolitics, words are things 
--^because wisdom rdhevcs real grievances, and 
policy even the fictflious; because evil cannot 
result from this good; or, if it can, is counter* 
balanced, or if not counter-balanced, may be 
remedied, as before: ^ ' ' " 

Trade^ when free, finds its level. So will 
religio'n;' 'The mjtjofity will no more' persist, 
wheii it is rioi^ipoiht of honour \o d6 so, iri the' 
wiofse'faitAi, thjttii* it^ would irf the <<'orse* traded 
Councils decrde that the fcotifession of Augs- 
burg is heresy, and parliaments vote that 
Popery is superstitiori, and both impotenitly/ 
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iio man will ever.beoo«rertedy whbn. liis-^Veti- 
^lAn is alsd ht9 pairtji : : • / ': 

XliL 'flm exi^dient ^ Gatbolic einanclpd- 
Ifea^ma/ff be^ I think it 'only expedient, 'kitd 
concede it^ not without the (oUowinf condU 
tiohsi:.'?**" •''{ "i'-J -^J , '••'■^ "■ ;-! ^ • c*i ^ •'' 

L Tlh« lio vloletiee? 'bfe'^dbiie to the feonitif 
tatim; by: forcing' fHotti ainy of the thre«d 
estdterai»eluctant consent. If obstacles -aifise> 
tbe^rniust^be $apbountefl?bj tifmei by patieriq^^ 
add by the law; . . 

:«;/Thatithe prid«UiO0d be Cathojid} biit 
not Popish: paid*^by tlie staie, approved by 
the'' . drown^ and! Indepbndtnt* df > ctll foi^gtl 
cottirool'. ' ' ''*''•' '.''./•' .1' • w 

3. That a wide and. liberal sywfetA bf -hat 
tional ed>icatiod be Adopted by the iegtiUkire, 
knd prombted hy^'e^ty i^tedfe^^ » • ' J • 

4J^Eith«r th&t itty -fol^iti^r ][>i»op©Sitioli fcoh^ 
tJerning Vbtfers'ai^tectibSs be ad^Cd, dr th^t 
iOar. ^ frefehofldters be disfhtndiis^ *il)to^ether> 
lest nunierk>us ignor&!)c6^ bverWli^kti '^ucdtibtt 
^rid'wettlth. * ' ''^- '• -1 'HH- .:r 
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d. That the coQcessioti, . general of fis 
Mrictedy be Jnali and tfaftt no lUunan O^ 
tholic shall partake <^ the adyantages, till he 
kball have acknowledged the imfniitability of 
this arrangement. • . / ■ . 

But if, at last, this measure be found' im« 
)>racticiible9 others more important, a^/ effec- 
tive majr he carried* I have eoitaieFAtedtliem} 
tad t tM>lemtily assert, as my most : mature 
t>pinion) thut, without tkem Catholic ;ettianci«^ 
. )>ation would fu>t tranquillise tbeiB0yntrjr;.\and 
thdt Aey, without it^ would. Frote those whom 
|he penid biws would stili aSeet^ we hMt non 
thing to fi»ir : from those whom poveuty^ ig* 
noranee, and joppression brutal ise^ H^^ ^\mf€ 
nothing to hope. V . i.l : 

, XLII. A. On th« dafeota Of tbd Goverument 
of Ireland, this is n^t ja sei^nm to 4ii^f Some 
^f them fire in^viti^hl^f and; thcr^ ic^rrectioa of 
jlhe rest oanoot be accelenttedt uMy be re^ 
(i^rded^ ^y disn^jHs^ion : .wMt jn fo(|ier i times 
might 8^$«tiiigt^ would in. ours inflamir.. . ^ 

Three sources of danger, may, I tbi^k, ^tht 
but increase of danger^ be noticed. 
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A quicksand governioeiit^ that swsmow^ in 
its fluciuatioM evwy venture of r^fwm. tn 
jieven years, we vhaye bad four chief gover*r 
aors and eight chief secretaries of different 
priiH|ples and parties, each stifling the al;>orf 
tive system of bis predecessor by a system as 
abortive. 

I» Abbot, active and indefatigableji not iti^ 
tending only, but attempting; putting (nQUtha 
to wore proBt than others yeai*si the commons 
may have found their best speakers but Ireland 
lost too iite>n her ablest minister;^ 

And ^ickfaam^ Nepean, Vansittart, I^onga 
and Elliott, what, in a fevJr months, could 
they attain of information, or accomplish of 
/ r^k'm? 

With all their varied and various talents^they 
were iqipotenrt) and years have elapsed and 
adminiitrations reigned, without any change to 
Irdand but of yMns and administrations. 

Do tve think either that local knowledge is 
unnecessary to an Irish minister, or that the 
king oan confer it as he does a title f 
• 12 
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Wavevltig is weakness $ weakness, in ir^lalad^ 
wickediieis. Leave with, or ^end to us, mi-' 
nisters, favowing us, whom -we know; .cf>olly 
*planni-ng-^steadily executing : not a secretary 
with every season, and a system with gpery 
secri&tary:. 

Not to be forgotten is the madness or malice 
ef parliamentary factions; surviving one se- 
nate, disturbing another; bpandishing Ireland 
against the minister, not the enemy. She eora* 
plains liotle^ of th^ neglect of administrations, 
than of the notice of oppositions; -their false^ 
friendship,. tReir innamm.atary pity, tfieir bol- 
low and hypocritical help. ^ 

But ^ more pressing danger impends from 
those who have as 4heir object, or pretence^ the^ 
repeal^of umoa* to^ many of the loyal an ob- 
. jeot, to all tbe disaffected . a pretenoe.. ; ; 

WJ|;i^n( the friwdttf. Ireland, the partisan <tf 
France^ and the enemy of England;,. ibayqox 
alesce, the coalition is alainnjng, hdwjever <s|ie* 
oious thjB -pi-etext. Treilaou will shelter itself, 
ynder its loyal associates, tUL it dareda Q^i|^! 
them off. It will use and dupe them.. 



Digitized by 



Google 



61 

My opinion I have already delivered, that, in 
our circumstances, the union, whether good or 
evil, was inevitable. The present posture of. 
politics strengthens that opinion. Whatever is 
not England, must be France l» i 

Will those even veho may dissent from this, 
dare to promise, that the repeal would place 
us where we originally stood-r-that popular 
commotion can he put under settlement-rrthat 
1808 will stop short at the unsatisfactory and' 
litigated boundary of 1782-1— that the rebellions' 
in Ireland, the revolutions in France, and the 
subversion of Europe, are without conse- 
' quences physical or moral ? ' 

If any believe tl)ese things, they dream : for 
them, there is the barest possibility; against 
them, all the probabilities of reason and ex^ 
perience, 

XLIII* Here I should qondude, hut I dare 
not;, a solenih impression urges miy pen. I 
have, perhaps, mistaken much-r^I have omitted 
much: but that vtrhich I cannot mistake-r-can- - 
9&t omit*-ris the novel and tremendous peril 
which surrounds us : most tremendous, hecaqsQ 
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lis novelty does not seem to sarprise, nor its 
ttrrof to alarm, The sword and socptre of 
Europe are in one hand. Hpsts more nu« 
merous than the Crasaders-^an empire ndore 
powerful than the Roman^*— talents and force, 
saoh as never beYore were united*-<Hall asso^ 
ciated against us ! Tl^e boundaries, the thrones, 
the laws of nations are changed ^^ all k 
chan§;ed, and still all changes; and erery 
(^toge is intended for our ruin. This is not 
our crime ; it may be our noerit : but it is our 
crime, and o^r folly, and our danger, that we 
are not iinited to avert the ruin ; ths^t our 
rulers are miserably squabbling aboht places, 
and our pebple disputing about dogmas. Hie 
instinct of brutes nnites them in a common 
danger; the re^on of man seems to render him 
an easier prey. 

' The ministry has e:^asperated the opposition^ 
and the opposition the ministry. The Proh 
testaht is not blaiueless with regard to the 
Catholic, nor the Catholio with regard to the 
Protestant. England/ Has not been guiltltes 
towards Irds^nd^ nor Ireland towards Ehgiand, 
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On all sides there is somethiag to be forgWejii 
and great cillise that it should be fofgiveB« If 
oMf iftternal discords aid the enemx* we shall 
spoil liave oeitber parties^ religion, nor cotiiir 
triep., ./ •" . ' 

And let tis not deceive ourselves) all <iur 
united force against that enemy will not be su- 
perfluous. Let us not hope for external aid» 
for revolts amongst his tri4>utaries, or rebellion 
in his empires whilst he Iives^ there will be 
neither^ the obedience of France be has in- 
sured by peace, and the submission of Eu- 
rope by war ; gratitude and fear will preserve 
quiet at home ; while he tries his fortune 
and his talents against his last lEmd greatest 
enemy* 

If we are unanimous, I do not despair of the 
events if we are not, a miracle only can save 
us : our navies alone cannpt-^our armies can- 
not ; but our navies, and our armies, and union, 
and toleration in pqlitics and religion, may : I 
do not say they will ; but if England and Ire- 
land are true to themselves, and to each otheff 
either their triumph will Renovate the worlds of 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 
tUfeir fall Ifea^e^ te ^he wijrja tibthiog wbP^ 

-tThowghtB unowtlion my iifiiild;!wli4^^M wy 
iiMrt^tttid woridb to my ^pcin $ 4>aft fx) th^i^ ^^iriM 
think, I have said enough ; and to those. who feiSJ 
IfiittM irfraid tb*{?ay more*-^--*^ r» J ! ! </. 
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